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embankment was built round it to give it additional strength.
This massive stone embankment has a height of about 12 ft.
above the original floor, a breadth of more than 21 ft., and a
length of 120 yds. At the height of 4.2 ft. from the ground
is a projection round it, 9.6 ft. broad. Although adopted as
a measure of necessity, this solid mass of stone has not only
covered half the proper base and thereby hidden from view
the first series of sculptured reliefs, but it has also distorted
the original plan and disturbed the harmony of the building
to a certain extent. Two receding stone-courses and an ogee
moulding connect the embankment to the original basement,
the ogee merging into the upper-half of the roll moulding of
the latter. The upper portion of the basement, which alone
is now visible above the solid stone embankment, consists
therefore of the broad decorated frieze together with the roll-
moulding below and the cornice above. The broad frieze, now
at a short height above the stone floor, was originally designed
to be looked at from the much lower level of the first terrace,
and its sculptures are of a purely decorative character. These
are arranged in alternate succession of a group of three (rarely
two) closely allied panels followed by an independent one.
The last depicts a sitting or kneeling human figure between
two pilasters joined by a Kala-Makara lintel. Of the group
on its sides, the central panel contains a man, raksasa, or a
naga between two female figures, all standing. The side panels
(or panel) contain each a standing female figure.

Two projecting courses above this decorated frieze lead
to the cornice. The latter supports the balustrade which
is nearly of the same design in all the terraces. It consists of
a row of arched niches separated by panels. In the lowest
terrace the sides of the niches form a continuous arch, with a
band of foliage running all round, and a leaf and foliage
ornament forming the centre-piece. In the other balustrades
the arch, which encloses only the upper half of the niche,
is formed by the usual Kala-Makara ornament. The lower
Jialf of the two sides of the niche consists of two carve<J